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Support Bulletin # 2 Handling GST on Imports 
 
 

 
No GST is paid to overseas suppliers.  The customs department calculate the Value of Taxable 
Imports (VOTI) at the time the goods are cleared through customs.  This value often varies from the 
original purchase price of the goods. 
 
A book keeping process needs to be established to correctly record the VOTI on the BAS. 
The following is one such process that may be used. 
 
 

 
 
1. Establish an Import GST Category. Ensure the category type is set to “Not relevant to the 

GST return” 
 
2. When processing the invoice from the overseas supplier use this Import GST Category 
 
3. When processing the GST charged by customs use two ledger lines both to the purchases 

account.  
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The first line is the value of the VOTI & uses the GSTTAXABLE GST Category 

 
 
The Second is for minus the value of the VOTI & uses the IMPORT GST Category 
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The results in the BAS being updated with the correct values 
 

 
 
 

 
*THIS BULLETIN IS PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. The information contained in this document 
represents the current view of Advanced Business Manager on the issues discussed as of the date of publication. Because 
Advanced Business Manager must respond to change in market conditions, it should not be interpreted to be a commitment on 
the part of Advanced Business Manager and Advanced Business Manager cannot guarantee the accuracy of any information 
presented after the date of publication. 
INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED 'AS IS' WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, 
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND FREEDOM FROM INFRINGEMENT. 
The user assumes the entire risk as to the accuracy and the use of this document.  
 


